Columbia County’s Oldest What’s in tha Diafy tOday? |

Business, Established in 1878

2004 Arkansas Press Association General Excellence Award Winner for Small Dai

8 Pages Copyright© 2005 Banner-News Publishing Company M:

Emerson teachers learning
about research in the field

By JEN BRADY

Staff Writer

The teachers have become
students again.

This week has been a learn-
ing experience for teachers
from Emerson who have been
participating in a model class-
TOOML Research-based
instructional strategies are
used to apply focus to stu-
dents in all areas and all needs
of learning,

Tamara McCulloch, instruc-
tional director of the Centers
for Quality Teaching and
Learning, said the teachers
are using different tools —
including some technology —
to see how they can meet
their curriculum frameworks.

“Research tells us that the
brain has to make connec-
tions to prior knowledge,
prior experiences to help
facilitate learning,”
McCulloch said.

The Emerson teachers have
spent the week connecting to
a theme based on the curricu-
lum.

On Monday, they connected
to themselves as teachers and
how they learn.

Tuesday, the teachers con-
nected to each other by work-
ing together and experiencing
learning with other people.

They connected with the
environment on Wednesdav
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strategies to address deficien-
cies that may be found in
Emerson's Arkansas School
Improvement  Plan,
McCulloch said. “The gom:i
thing is that it covers the con-
cepts you're trying to teach
not just the curriculum. 1It's
not how to teach geograph
better, it's how to teach

dren better”
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S tidng e h'.m Einersnn Elementarymﬁddle School principal Regina Jean takes a m‘murermant |
& e Memorial Garden while 6th grade teachers Nelda
l!'lw.'r takes notes and Amy Alexis holds the measuring tape end. The three were
T 't'f,ng ina  professional development workshop where they were “cnnnsht- :

was a great group of teachers summer time,”
to work with because it's ask-  said.
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